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completely incomprehensible. The
President of the United States has a
unique take on an old proverb. He be-
lieves that if you find yourself in a
hole, the solution is to keep on digging.

Here in Congress, however, we want
to stop digging. On Friday, the Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus and the
Out of Iraqg Caucus will co-host a forum
featuring former Senator George
McGovern and Mideast expert Dr. Wil-
liam Polk. They will be discussing
their plan for ending the occupation, as
outlined in their recent book, ‘“‘Out of
Iraq: A Practical Plan For Withdrawal
Now.”

We will also be joined by leaders
from the military, and from diplomatic
and intelligence communities, who will
offer their expertise and input in a dia-
logue with Senator McGovern and Dr.
Polk.

It is time for a 180-degree turn in the
U.S. policy toward Iraq. It is time for
the Congress to act out the mandate it
received from the American people in
November. It is time to get down to
business and figure out how to extri-
cate ourselves from Iraq, end the occu-
pation and bring our troops home.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

TRIBUTE TO SPECIALIST DUSTIN
R. DONICA, TEXAS WARRIOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, General Doug-
las MacArthur said: ‘“‘A true leader has
the confidence to stand alone, the cour-
age to make tough decisions, and the
compassion to listen to the needs of
others. He does not set out to be a lead-
er, but becomes one by the quality of
his actions and the integrity of his in-
tent.”

Tonight, I want to talk about that
kind of leader, Army Specialist Dustin
Ross Donica, 3rd Battalion, 509th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 4th Airborne
Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry
Division of Fort Richardson, Alaska.

Dustin grew up in Spring, Texas, out-
side of Houston. His nickname was
Double D. He enjoyed teasing his sis-
ter, Courtney. He loved to joke around
with his family and his friends, and he
was known by many for his unique
sense of humor. He was very, very close
to his family.

He was especially close to his only
sister, with whom he shared an un-
breakable bond. They were called the
“Irish Twins,” born 1 year apart. The
two often told others they were actu-
ally twins.

Dustin always described himself as a
modest person, although looking at his
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life, this modest son of Texas accom-
plished extraordinary accomplish-
ments. Even at a young age, he was
known as the hero who grew up down
the street. That was because of his at-
titude about service and about loyalty.

In 2003, the Klein High School grad-
uate left the University of Texas and
enlisted in the United States Army.

When Dustin was asked about joining
the Army, he said, ‘“I’ve grown up in a
very privileged area. When most people
of my generation are asked to do some-
thing, their first thought is, how will
this benefit me? I need to do this so
that my first thought is, how does it
benefit others.”

No wonder people said Dustin had a
sense of honor and duty, traits that are
very rare in our culture.

When Dustin was deployed to Iraq, he
sent his sister a teddy bear. The teddy
bear was wearing an Airborne uniform
complete with a Donica patch on the
pocket. He wanted the bear to serve as
a reminder that he was fighting to
keep her safe and he was always con-
stantly thinking of her.

Mr. Speaker, you know, there’s some-
thing all-American about a teddy bear.
Dustin was constantly concerned for
the well-being of his family back home.
Even though he was in the combat war
zone, all of Dustin’s phone conversa-
tions with his family ended, ‘‘Remem-
ber, I love y’all. Take care. Be safe.”

One of Dustin’s last requests was
that his parents visit his close friend,
Logan. Logan had served also in Iraq,
and he was being treated in the United
States for his injuries. He was a very
close friend of Dustin’s, and Dustin
asked that his parents provide Logan
comfort by visiting him in the hospital
in the United States.

But on December 28, 2006, at the dy-
namic age of 22, Double D., Dustin
Donica was killed in Iraq, conducting
combat operations against the anti-
Iraqi forces in the city of Karmah in
the Al Anbar Province.

As in many other times in his life,
Dustin was standing guard, protecting
his fellow soldiers in arms when he re-
ceived his fatal injuries.

Now, the media has taken it upon
themselves to assign a number to this
patriot. Dustin’s legacy is more than
just a number. He was an American
fighting man. He was the only son of
the Donica family. He was totally com-
mitted to America. He was not a media
number. And Dustin Donica’s name
was the example of bravery, courage
and duty.

Dustin, like those who came before
him, stopped at nothing to defend free-
dom. Our American duty, the duty for
all of us that are left behind, is to
honor America’s sons, like Dustin
Donica. In the words of President Cal-
vin Coolidge, ‘“‘The Nation which for-
gets its defenders . . . it too will be for-
gotten.”

Dustin was a man who loved life,
family and country. His parents, David
and Judy Donica said, ‘“We loved
Dustin. He will be missed by us and
those that knew him.”
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This is a photograph of Dustin
Donica, Mr. Speaker. And yesterday
Dustin was laid to rest with full mili-
tary honors in Klein Memorial Park
Cemetery in Texas.

These words from one of Dustin’s fa-
vorite songs, ‘‘American Soldier” by
Toby Keith, describe the commitment
of courageous men like Dustin who we
are proud of, men who are proud to
wear the uniform of the United States
soldier. It goes like this, Mr. Speaker:
“An American soldier, an American,
beside my brothers and sisters, I will
proudly take a stand. When liberty is
in jeopardy, I will always do what’s
right. I am out here on the front line.
So sleep well tonight. Sleep in peace,
America, because I'm an American sol-
dier.”

These young Americans like Dustin
are a rare breed, Mr. Speaker. They are
the American breed, and we thank
them and their families.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

O 2000

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLISON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. McCARTHY) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

NO ESCALATION OF TROOPS IN
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor this evening to voice my
strong opposition to President Bush’s
apparent decision to send up to 20,000
more troops to Iraq. Tomorrow evening
the President will try to persuade a
very skeptical public that more troops
are needed in Iraq. But regardless of
the number he suggests tomorrow
night, I will oppose any efforts to esca-
late the war by sending additional
American troops.

Mr. Speaker, it appears President
Bush has learned nothing from the re-
sults of the 2006 election, nor has he
listened to the suggestions of the bi-
partisan Iraq Study Group or his own
Joint Chiefs of Staff who said as late as
last month that they saw no reason to
send more troops to Iraq.

Instead, President Bush has chosen
to stick his head in the sand, not listen
to anyone and continue on a course
that is not going to make Iraq any
safer for either our brave troops or for
the Iraqis themselves.

It is time to bring an end to the war
in Iraq. President Bush has lost the
support of the American people who
have grown frustrated by the con-
tinuing loss of American troops. They
are rightfully asking the question, why
must our troops continue to serve as
referees in a civil conflict between
Sunnis and Shias?
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Mr. Speaker, there was a new Wash-
ington Post ABC news poll released
this morning. And only 17 percent of
Americans support sending more
troops to Iraq; 17 percent is not a man-
date for anything, in my opinion. And
it is time for President Bush to finally
listen to the American people.

Many of us woke up on New Year’s
Day to the headline of ‘3,000’” bannered
across our newspapers. We have now
lost more than 3,000 soldiers in Iraq.
Now, how many more are going to have
to die before the President realizes
that there is no possible U.S. military
solution in Iraq?

Some supporters of the President’s
plan are going to claim that if we bring
our troops home now, the more than
3,000 U.S. soldiers that have died over
the past 3 years will have done so in
vain. But I could not disagree more.
These men and women fought admi-
rably for our country and will cer-
tainly be remembered as heroes. But
the question now is whether or not we
want to risk thousands more American
lives for a war that we so obviously
cannot win.

Since the inception of this war, we
have seen little evidence of progress in
Iraq. In fact, the violence has only in-
tensified to the point that a report re-
leased from the President’s own Pen-
tagon concluded that violence in Iraq
was at an all time high just last
month. And last month was the third
deadliest month for American troops
since the start of the war with insur-
gents claiming 111 soldiers lives.

Now, our troops know that the situa-
tion in Iraq is getting worse every day.
They are speaking about IEDs, the im-
provised explosive devices used by the
insurgents, which are now bigger and
more complex.

The Bush Administration has tried
troop escalation before, but it has
never worked. Last summer, the Presi-
dent touted a plan that sent more
troops into Baghdad, similar to what is
expected to be proposed by him tomor-
row. But while the violence subsided
for a couple of weeks, by the end of Au-
gust last year, violence was again on
the rise, and it continued to escalate
for the remainder of the year.

Based on these facts on the ground,
why would the President even consider
sending more troops to Iraq? Why
would you put more American lives in
harm’s way when we know that pre-
vious troop escalations have not been
successful in reducing violence and de-
creasing the number of insurgents?

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to
begin to bring our troops home. The
President has said that increasing
troops is a sacrifice we have to make to
win this war. But I think truly it is
time for him to admit that risking
more American lives for this failed war
is a monumental mistake.

————
HONORING THE LIFE OF HOWARD
ZWYER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today our
community bid special praise and fare-
well to a beautiful human being, How-
ard Zwyer of Monclova, Ohio. A life-
long farmer, along with his wife, Elea-
nor, his brother, Ray, and his wife,
Thelma, farmed over 1,000 acres as
their father had before them. And the
Zwyer family, and Howard, carried on
an ethic of stewardship of our land, of
husbandry, soil conservation and com-
munity mindedness that surely is not
equaled by any other American.

He was 83. He lived to be 83, and he
died within a mile of his birthplace. He
and his brother, Ray, and their father,
John, began growing corn, soybeans
and wheat in the early years, even rais-
ing beef cattle.

Now, their father died in 1963, and the
brothers took over. And they loved the
land. When he retired formally from
agriculture, he gardened and shared
the produce with others. He really
needed to work with the soil. It was
part of him. And he never complained
about being a farmer.

Mr. Zwyer retired formally about 20
yvears ago, and his brother died in 2002.
I can tell you, they represented agri-
culture in Northern Ohio. There was
nothing like getting on a combine with
the Zwyers beaming ear to ear. I had
some of those experiences.

He inherited so much of his spunk
from his father, and he was also polit-
ical. Howard was a Township Trustee
from 1972 to 1979 and sought public of-
fice because he thought there needed to
be changes for the better. Without
complaint, he accepted constituents’
phone calls of praise or blame and
made sure the telephone was at the
dinner table so he could answer.

And during late night snowstorms, he
helped plow the roads. He really was a
builder of our community. Throughout
his public service, he attended most
trustees meetings and recruited others
to run for township office. His daughter
said he was a little sad about how
Monclova had evolved into more of a
suburban community, but he under-
stood how progress may change life as
we have known it.

In retirement, Mr. Zwyer made blue-
bird houses, which he installed and
tended, lots of bluebird houses. The
family joked about how he could do
anything if he had a roll of duct tape,
a Snickers bar and a can of WD-40. And
that is so true.

He loved adventures with his grand-
children, and he gave out cards that
gave you hugs and kisses, and he hand-
ed out lots of tulips.

He was a member of St. Joseph’s
Church, Maumee, and became an usher
until he became ill about 6 years ago.

He was a 1941 graduate of former
Monclova High School, and his beloved
wife, Eleanor, survives him. They have
been married since 1945. They have a
daughter, Jeanne Counts; a brother,
Bob Zwyer; and two grandsons.

It is such a joy to be able to talk
about the life of this wonderful, won-

January 9, 2007

derful Ohioan who did so much to cre-
ate a culture of caring and of fatherli-
ness across our region and who helped
make agriculture in Ohio, our leading
industry, what it is today.

We shall truly miss Howard Zwyer
and all of the values that he rep-
resented. We know that he, his brother
Ray, their father, are in a very, very
special place in the city beyond the
stars. We shall miss them. We wish
their families Godspeed. Our thoughts
are with them particularly at this dif-
ficult time.

[From The Blade, Jan. 7, 2007]
HOWARD JOHN ZWYER

Howard John Zwyer, 83, of Monclova,
passed away Friday, January 5, 2007, at the
Hospice of Northwest Ohio in Perrysburg.
Howard was born May 13, 1923, in Monclova,
the son of John and Sophie Grossheim
Zwyer. He graduated from Monclova High.
School in 1941. Howard was a farmer and gar-
dener his entire life, never living more than
one mile from his original home. He loved
sharing his raspberries, blackberries and
other produce from his garden with neigh-
bors and friends. Howard was a lifelong mem-
ber of St. Joseph Catholic Church and ush-
ered for many years. He served as a
Monclova Township Trustee for eight years
and after his service, he stayed active in the
township and politics. He was a member of
the Monclova Democrat Club, Lucas County
Farm Bureau, the Maumee Eagles and the
Lucas County Soil and Water Conservation
District. Howard loved his family, Inter-
national tractors, duct tape, WD-40, Snick-
ers bars, adventures with his grandsons,
hugs, Tulips, bluebirds and smiles.

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Elea-
nor; daughter, Jeanne (Jim) Counts;
grandsons, Buck (Heather) Counts and Will
Counts; brother, Bob (Eleanor) sister-in-law,
Thelma Zwyer and many special nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents; son, Jimmy; a daughter, Julie;
brother and sister-in law, Paul and Geneva;
brother, Raymond, and sister and brother-in-
law, Helen and Gilbert Sattler.

———
IRAQ TROOP ESCALATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow

night President Bush will go on prime
time television to present to the Na-
tion the results of, quite frankly, what
I call his listening tour on what to do
about Iraaq.

After 4 years since the war began, the
President has suddenly taken an inter-
est in listening. But he certainly is not
hearing the American people.

Nearly 4 years ago, this unnecessary
war in Iraq began, and it has cost our
Nation so much. Over 3,000 brave Amer-
ican men and women have given their
lives. We have spent close to $400 bil-
lion on this war, and the President is
poised to ask for another $100 billion in
the fiscal 2006 supplemental next
month.

And this war has greatly undermined
our standing in the world and our na-
tional security.

Each additional day that our troops
remain on the ground in Iraq, the
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